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new large scals construetion project near Gotha, referred to as Object No
541, was one of the subjects discussed during a conference at the Bauunion
Sued in Dresden between 15 and 17 February 1954. The project, crdered by the
Soviet construction staff in Werder, consisted of iwo construction stages of
vhich only the first stapge was actually discussed, while only assumptions
vere voiced about the second stage. The first cons‘cruction stage involved the
pubting into operation of the dismentled Bufleben-Warza railrosd line toward
Wolfsbehringen, for a length of 14 km, i.e. aprroximately as far as Frie-
drichswerth; and the laying of a 5-km-long raillroad line in the Halna area.
¥aution was made that the second construction stape was to include the
construction of an airfield with concrete lanes. Source learned in the Bauunion
that a fighter airfield was to be established.

fierr Zoeanchen (fnu) was assigned as construction superintendent at the new
congtruction site near Gotha; his deputy was Herr Lehmann (fmu). Zoennchen
sutt Lebmann had previously been enployed at Drewitz airfield where underground
istruction work was completed. They were considered as very good experts of
+he Bauunion. The construction staff was temporarily quartered in an inn in

Warza and allegedly would chs,ngs‘ﬁurters in sceordance with the progress on
the rallroad line.

wWork was scheduled to be started by 200 workers in March 1954. On each followirp
ronth, an additlonal 200 workers were to be envloyed; thus by the end of ¢uly a
total work force of 1,000 would be reeched. This plan, however, was changed

by the Soviet construction staff in Werder who desired that 400 worksrs should

ke employed by March, thus reaching the total work force of 1,000 men by the
and of June 1954.

4% the beginning, a first instalrent of 1.3 rmillion eastmarks wes alloted. "nis
sww, ab the end of 1954, wae tu be charged g the monthly zllccations beginning

#arch 1954. Furthermore, thé Minisicy of “he Interior allctted a sum of 500,000
:astmarks for the fiscal yesr of 1955, Thi.s measure rasulted from the fact
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that the Bauunion 3ued had not beepr informed in %ime about the construction
rroject to inelude finanecial demgads in the 1954 Budjet. The Soviet construd@lon
staff in Wrder, however, ordered that construction work be started on 1

As to thé_v rrocurenent of rails the first difficulties arose inasmuch ag new
ralls could not be obtained. Therefore, rail sections of a length of up to
30 cm had to e welded together.

25X1A | Igomment. The present report on an intended construct®d® project
neat gothe, though received for the firet time, is qonsidered rrobable as

the Soviet construction staff in Werder reportédly gave the construction
order to the Bauunion Sued which employs construction experfs in airfield

-construction work. It is believed that an airfield in the Haina area,

about 15 km west-northwest of Cotha, 1s to be constructed.
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